DAYS    WITH    BERNARD     SHAW                            125
qualitative. I had to eliminate most of the work I had written as well
as the stuff I had taken. Only an experiment, of course."
"I myself, can work anywhere and under any conditions bur I am
happiest in the country."
"It makes no earthly difference to me where I am, as long as it is away
from people and I can devote the morning to writing. Dickens stopped
thinking in the country and all the best nature poetry has been written
in town. I have always been a solitary person and most solitary in
crowds/'
"But you have always seemed extremely happy in crowds?"
"Leave the word happy out of it. I can tackle crowds and twist them
with a word/'
We now reached the stile which leads to an open field. I expected him
to step over the fence with those long lean legs of his, but he proved most
cautious in climbing over, grumbling at the rickety crossbar and the
barbed wire. We now walked in the warm glow of the sun among the
golden stocks.
"I'm happiest in the open fields. I have more in common with the
lark than the nightingale/'
"I am more at home in a wood, which has something of the cathedral
in it."
"I have always liked to escape into a cathedral when I could. William
Morris did some of his best work in defence of cathedrals, and there
wasn't one which he had not entered. I have always avoided people. In
town they leave you alone, they don't know you from Adam, but in a
village they know all about you and much more than you know about
yourself. There is nothing more disturbing to the writing of a play than
knowing lots of people. When Charlotte and I were in London recently
I lost my way walking in Southwark and not a soul cared who I was. The
children were playing among the ruins, the gulls circled round my head
and the policeman let me pass without asking me for my identity card,
which I have always carried about with me. A young man noticed my pre-
dicament and offered to show me the way. He told me as we were walking
together that he was studying medicine. I advised him to read The Doctor's
Dilemma as there were so many cute things said about doctors and
I told him that I number many of the greatest doctors amongst my
friends. He said that he had seen the play many times and that he thought
it gave a fair and sober view of the profession. I quite liked the word
sober. It so justly describes the commonplace originality of my work.